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Kia ora koutou katoa – greetings to everyone from Aotearoa NZ. 

 

1. Prayer/Greetings/Song (David McNabb) 
We begin with spiritual acknowledgements and an indigenous greeting and song from 
Aotearoa. 
 

2. Introduction of the presenters (presenters) 

 

3. Overview of the session (David McNabb) 
 
4. Context of social work education in Aotearoa (David McNabb) 

 

5. Māori social work degree embedded in Māori values  
 

Alma Winiata-Kenny (Ngāti Raukawa, Ngāruahinerangi) – Kaihautū, Te Whare Oranga, Te 
Wānanga o Raukawa, Aotearoa New Zealand. 

 



Tē Wānanga o Raukawa is a Māori tertiary educational institution. We deliver an 
undergraduate degree in social work which focuses on achieving Māori wellbeing. The 
expression of kaupapa tuku iho (values inherited by Māori ancestors) is fundamental to our 
institution and the design of this degree covers the range of values that we think are 
necessary in order to achieve Māori wellbeing. A theory of Māori wellbeing can be described 
as, “A Māori state of being that is characterised by the abundant expression of kaupapa tuku 
iho.”  To illustrate what this means in practice, graduate’s stories will be shared. 

 

 

6. We stand here to make a difference  

Jodie Owen (Ngapūhi, Ngati Hine, Ngati Tūwharetoa) - Kairuruku (National Programme 
Manager Social Services), Te Wānanga o Aotearoa, Aotearoa New Zealand. 

This presentation is informed by this vision of the founder of Te Wānanga o Aotearoa (TWoA), 
Dr Rongo Wetere.  This vision is the seed of the philosophy that is woven through the 
framework of the first social work education programme at TWoA.  Ngā Poutoko Whakarara 
Oranga Bachelor of Bicultural Social Work is underpinned by mātauranga Māori (knowledge) 
and tikanga (protocols/integrity).  This presentation will share our journey. 

 

 

7. Moana social work: Making waves in epistemic borderlands  
 

Dr Tracie Mafile'o (Tongan/Pākehā) - Associate Professor – Social Work & Associate Dean - 
Pacific, Massey University, Palmerston North. She coordinates the Social Work Regional 
Resource Centre of Oceania (SWRROC) and is an invitee on the Asia Pacific Association of 
Social Work Educators (APASWE) Board. 

This presentation overviews and critically discusses Moana (Pacific-Indigenous) social work 
education and research. Selected examples illustrate the challenges and potential of 
intersecting knowledge systems in Moana social work. 

 

 

8. Social work education partnerships between Māori and non-Māori in mainstream institutions  

Dr David McNabb (Pākehā/White/British), Senior Lecturer – Social Practice, Unitec, Auckland. He is the 

NZ representative on the International Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW) Board. 

Globally, indigenous social work educators have pursued decolonisation and the development 
of decolonising practices as part of the indigenous peoples’ rights movement and based on 
social work principles of self-determination and social justice.  How have Aotearoa social 



work educators demonstrated their commitment to a Treaty-based partnership approach, 
and to putting decolonising practices into operation?  

My recent doctoral research with social work educators found that all programmes were 
committed to a decolonising approach but struggled in different ways to operationalise this 
commitment and to maintain momentum. Based on the findings, a Treaty-based teaching and 
learning framework was developed to support decolonising practices and the indigenisation 
of social work education in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

 

 

9. Questions and Closing Prayer (David McNabb) 

 


